BEFORE THE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON

WASHI NGTON, D. C.

Appl i cati on of

HUNTSVI LLE- MADI SON COUNTY : OST- 99- 5533
Al RPORT AUTHORI TY :

for exenption froml4 CFR Part 93,
Subparts K and S, under 49 USC

41 71 4 for nonstop service to Chicago
O Hare

ANSVER OF AMERI CAN EAGLE Al RLI NES, | NC

Anmerican Eagle Airlines, Inc. hereby answers in
support of the application submtted on April |2, 1999 by the
Hunt svi | | e- Madi son County Airport Authority for exenption slots
at Chicago O Hare International Airport to allow nonstop re-
gional jet service to Huntsville, Al abana.

The Departnent recently awarded O Hare exenption
slots to the communities of Geenville/Spartanburg (SC) and
Savannah (GA)/Hi Iton Head (SC) to be used for nonstop regional
jet service between those cities and O Hare (Order 99-3-12,
March 16, 1999). There, the Departnent found that "approval of
sl ot exenptions to file the service void in these markets

conports with our policy guidelines, which contenplate our use



of exenption authority to provide substantial transportation
benefits" (p. 6).

Aneri can Eagl e urges favorabl e consideration of the
Huntsvill e application on an expedited basis. Alternatively,
Aneri can Eagl e seeks a direct grant of exenption slots for
O Hare-Huntsville service, and is this day filing a parallel
application for such an award. |[If it has access to exenption
slots, Anmerican Eagle will provide nonstop regional jet service
bet ween Huntsville and O Hare for the benefit of Huntsville,
its service area, and passengers and shippers requiring service
not only in the local market, but in scores of beyond markets
conveniently served via Anerican's Chi cago hub.

Respectful ly submtted,

CARL B. NELSON, JR
Associ ate General Counse
American Airlines, Inc.

On behal f of Anerican Eagle
Airlines, Inc.

April 27, 1999



