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ANSWER OF TRADEWINDS AIRLINES, INC.

On March 13, 2000, Polskie Linie Lotnicze Lot S.A. ("LOT") filed an application
for exemption authority to permit it to engage in scheduled foreign air transportation
between Poland and twelve U.S. cities. Tradewinds Airlines, Inc. (“Tradewinds’) hereby
answers LOT's application for exemption authority. Tradewinds reluctantly opposes
LOT's application unless and until Tradewinds pending application before the Poland
Civil Aviation Department for permission to operate bilaterally-authorized charter

services between the United States and Poland is granted.

On February 1, 2000, Tradewinds filed arequest with the Poland Civil Aviation
Department for permission to operate a charter program between the United States and

Poland beginning June 2000 through September 2000. Tradewinds' planned operations
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are extremely modest, involving only 3 weekly flights between Chicago/New Y ork and
Warsaw, two markets served by LOT. Tradewinds holds a certificate of public
convenience and necessity issued by the Department authorizing Tradewinds to conduct
worldwide charter authority and has been formally designated by the United States
government to provide U.S.-Poland services under the U.S.-Poland bilateral agreement.
Since Tradewinds' operations are fully authorized under the U.S.-Poland bilateral, thereis
no legitimate basis for the government of Poland to delay authorization of Tradewinds

request.

LOT's application for exemption authority is based upon the 1996 provisional
agreement between the United States and Poland authorizing additional code-share
points. It would be untenable for the U.S. government to take favorable action on LOT's
application under the provisional agreement while Tradewinds' bilaterally-authorized
proposal to operate charters between the United States and Poland languishes on the

Polish Civil Aviation Department's docket. Tradewinds urges both
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governments promptly to authorize the pending requests of both Tradewinds and LOT for

U.S.-Poland authority. However, LOT's request should not be granted until Tradewinds

receives authority to conduct U.S.-Poland charters.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert E. Cohn

SHAW PITTMAN

2300 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037
(202) 663-8060

Counsel for
TRADEWINDSAIRLINES, INC.
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