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Continental Express! applies under 49 U.S.C. 8§ 41714(c), as amended by the
Wendell H. Ford Aviation Investment and Reform Act for the 21st Century (“the
Ford Act”),2 for exemptions from 14 C.F.R. Part 93, Subparts K and S (“the High
Density Airport Rule”), to provide five daily nonstop roundtrip flights between

LaGuardia Airport and Hartford/Springfield using Embraer 135 regional jet

1 Common names are used for airlines.

2 All references hereafter to the provisions of 49 U.S.C. § 41714 et seq.

are to those sections as amended by the Ford Act.
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aircraft.3 The proposed Continental Express flights would serve the public interest
by providing the only existing single-plane service between Hartford and
LaGuardia, thereby enhancing the flow of traffic between Hartford/Springfield and
New York and offering passengers new service options. Continental Express’
proposed service also would benefit the public by providing alternative connections
between Hartford/Springfield and 21 other smaller cities Continental Express
intends to serve via LaGuardia.*

1. Continental and Continental Express have developed a strong base of
support among New York City travelers who rely on their hub at Newark
International Airport, and the proposed Continental Express service at LaGuardia
will provide a complementary adjunct service that will allow it to meet a broader
range of New Yorkers' travel needs.> The Continental Express nonstop service
between Hartford/Springfield and LaGuardia will fill the void in the

Hartford/Springfield-New York service pattern by providing the only single-plane

3 Flight arrival and departure times are provided at Exhibit A.

4 Continental Express is submitting simultaneously an application for
LaGuardia slots which will enable it to serve Albany, Birmingham, Buffalo,
Burlington, Charleston, SC, Columbia, Dayton, Grand Rapids, Greensboro,
Greenville/Spartanburg, Knoxville, Manchester, Martha’s Vineyard, Myrtle Beach
Nantucket, Norfolk, Portland, ME, Richmond, Rochester, Savannah and Syracuse.

5 Continental and Continental Express will continue, of course, to
develop their hub at Newark International Airport, although their efforts to offer
and develop service between Newark International Airport and other cities close-by
have been inhibited by air traffic control issues in the Newark area.
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Hartford/Springfield-LaGuardia service, which will be of particular benefit to those
travelers who prefer LaGuardia to other airports.

2. The proposed nonstop Continental Express flights will benefit the
public by providing the only single-plane service between Hartford/Springfield and
LaGuardia. The Department on numerous occasions has cited “the vital public
interest objective of enabling qualified air carriers to fill voids in underserved
markets.” (See, e.g., Order 99-3-12) Accordingly, the Department, in light of
“compelling public interest considerations,” has granted slot exemptions to
Simmons, an incumbent carrier, to provide nonstop, roundtrip service where none
existed. (See Order 98-4-21 at 16-17); (see also Order 2000-1-3 (reallocating
exemptions to, inter alia, American Eagle, after finding that such a reallocation
served the public interest by maintaining direct air service in the city-pair markets
at issue)) The proposed Continental Express flights will fill a gaping void in the
current Hartford/Springfield-New York service pattern, increase the flow of
passenger and cargo traffic between Hartford/Springfield and New York and
promote business development in Hartford/Springfield by enhancing that city’s
access to the nation’s leading business and cultural center.

3. In addition to increasing traffic flow between LaGuardia and Hartford,
the new flights will also offer alternative connections between Hartford and the 21
smaller cities throughout the eastern United States that Continental Express

expects to serve via LaGuardia. In all, 48 new connecting opportunities for
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Hartford/Springfield travelers will be created at LaGuardia if all of the requested

slot exemptions are granted.6

6 Since there is no competing United States manufacturer for
Continental’'s Embraer 135 regional jet aircraft, § 41715 (c)(2), specifies that the
provisions of § 41715 (c)(1), which require consideration of whether an applicant’s
proposal provides the maximum benefit to the United States economy, including the
number of United States jobs created by the air carrier, its suppliers and related
activities and “equal consideration to the consumer benefits” associated with the
authority sought do not apply to this application. If such standards did apply,
however, they would support the grant of this application. The additional service
proposed will add new job opportunities in addition to the nearly 11,000 jobs
already provided by Continental and Continental Express in the New York/Newark
area, enhance the utilization of Continental’s all-Boeing fleet as well as the
Continental Express Embraer fleet, which contains numerous U.S. components, as
well as providing enhanced service and price options for passengers and shippers for
service between LaGuardia and Hartford/Springfield.



Application of Continental Express
Page 5
WHEREFORE, Continental Express respectfully asks the Department to
grant its request for an exemption from 14 C.F.R. Part 93, Subparts K and S
necessary for it to operate roundtrip service between LaGuardia and
Hartford/Springfield.
Respectfully submitted,

CROWELL & MORING LLP

R. Bruce Keiner, Jr.
rbkeiner@cromor.com

Edward B. Glennon
eglennon@cromor.com

Counsel for
Continental Express, Inc.

March 16, 2000
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that | have this date served a copy of the foregoing document on the

following persons in accordance with the Department’s Rules of Practice:

Governor George E. Pataki
Office of the Governor
State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Rudolph W. Giuliani
Office of the Mayor
City Hall

New York, NY 10007

Al Graser

General Manager
LaGuardia Airport
Hangar 7C
Flushing, NY 11371

Jeffrey N. Shane

Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering
2445 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037-1420
(for AccessAir)

William C. Evans

Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard,
McPherson and Hand, Chartered

901 - 15th Street, N.W.

Suite 700

Washington, DC 20005-2301

(for AirTran)

Marshall Sanford Sinick

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey L.L.P.
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 500

Washington, DC 20004

(ATA)

Joanne W. Young

Baker & Hostetler LLP
Washington Square

1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1100

Washington, DC 20036-5304
(for America West)

Carl B. Nelson, Jr.
Associate General Counsel
American Airlines, Inc.
1101 17th Street, N.W.
Suite 600

Washington, DC 20036
(and American Eagle)

Gary Ellmer

President and Chief
Operating Officer

Business Express, Inc.

Suite 300

55 Washington Street

Dover, NH 03820
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Edward P. Faberman
Ungaretti & Harris

1500 K Street, N.W.

Suite 250

Washington, DC 20005-1714
(for Colgan)

Richard Taylor

Steptoe & Johnson LLP

1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036-1795
(for Comair)

Robert E. Cohn

Shaw Pittman

2300 N Street, N.W.

5th Floor

Washington, DC 20037

(for Delta, Delta Express and Delta
Shuttle)

R. Tenney Johnson
2121 K Street, N.W.
Suite 800

Washington, DC 20037
(for DHL)

Patrick P. Salisbury
Salisbury & Ryan LLP

1325 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10019

(for Eastwind)

Robert D. Papkin

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey L.L.P.
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 500

Washington, DC 20004

(for Frontier)

Jon Waller

Senior Vice President and General
Counsel

Midway Airlines, Inc.

300 West Morgan Street

Durham, NC 27701

Dennis J. Crabtree

Senior Vice President-Operations
Midwest Express Airlines, Inc.
6744 S. Howell Avenue

Oak Creek, WI 53154-1402

Megan R. Rosia

Managing Director, Government
Affairs, and Associate General
Counsel

Northwest Airlines, Inc.

901 Fifteenth Street, N.W.

Suite 310

Washington, DC 20005

(for Northwest)

Bradley D. Toney

Director of Legal Affairs and
Employee Relations

Pro Air, Inc.

101 Elliot Avenue West

Suite 500

Seattle, WA 98119

Anita M. Mosner

GKMG Consulting Services, Inc.
1530 Wilson Boulevard, Third Floor
Arlington, VA 22209

(for Spirit)
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George J. Aste

Vice President-International Affairs
Trans World Airlines, Inc.

900 19th Street, N.W.

Suite 350

Washington, DC 20006

Jeffrey A. Manley

Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering
2445 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037-1420
(for United and United Express)

March 16, 2000
1702492

Donald T. Bliss

O'Melveny & Myers LLP

555 13th Street, N.W.

Suite 500 West

Washington, DC 20004-1109

(for US Airways, US Airways Express
and US Airways Shuttle)

Edward B. Glennon



Exhibit A

Proposed Hartford/Springfield-LaGuardia Schedules

BDL-LGA (arrival times at LGA)

0650-0750 (0730-0759 arrival)
0900-1000 (1000-1029 arrival)
1205-1305 (1300-1329 arrival)
1710-1810 (1800-1829 arrival)
1915-2015 (2000-2029 arrival)

LGA-BDL (departure times at LGA)

0730-0830 (0730-0759 departure)
0920-1020 (0900-0929 departure)
1520-1620 (1500-1529 departure)
1730-1830 (1730-1759 departure)
1955-2055 (1930-1959 departure)



